
 

 
 
Call for Papers:  
 

Special Issue on Europe-China Relations   
 - Chinese Investments in Europe’s Energy Sector -  

 
 
The working group ‘Europe-China Relations’, which is part of the recent project cycle of the 
‘Dahrendorf Forum - Debating Europe’ and chaired by Professor Genia Kostka (Hertie School of 
Governance) and Björn Conrad (Mercator Institute for China Studies), invites scholars to submit 
original papers on Europe-China Relations: Chinese Investments in Europe’s Energy Sector for 
publication in a Special Issue of a peer-reviewed, international academic journal.  
 
 
KEY THEMES  
 
During the last decade, Chinese Outbound Foreign Direct Investment (OFDI) in Europe’s energy 
sector has been growing significantly. Ranging from investments in electricity grid infrastructure via 
nuclear power plants to mergers with and acquisitions of European energy companies, today the 
energy sector is the most important branch for Chinese total OFDI to Europe. At the same time, while 
the European Union attempts to develop to a low-carbon economy, China prioritizes to secure its 
domestic energy supply. Combined with the overall threat of climate change, this offers 
opportunities for cooperation between Chinese and European institutes and companies such as in 
researching and developing renewable technologies. However, trade disputes between the EU and 
China in the past have also affected existing energy cooperation which suggests the existence of 
conflictive potential between the two.  
 
This Special Issue seeks to explore the changing and increasingly closer relation between Europe and 
China in the field of Chinese investments in Europe’s energy sector. We invite in particular empirical 
and theory-based studies addressing the following key themes:    

A) Micro-level analyses of Chinese energy sector investments (e.g. nuclear, renewable, grid) to 
Europe, with a focus on economic, social, and political impacts on the local level  

B) Investment and impact analyses along the value chains in specific European energy sectors 
C) Single case studies or comparative studies focusing on Chinese involvement in specific European 

energy sectors  
D) Impediments, opportunities, motives and interests of Chinese and European entrepreneurs in 

the energy sector 
E) The evolution of European and Chinese approaches to energy policy – and their relative 

emphasis on the three pillars of competitiveness, supply security, and sustainability 
F) Energy security and shifting policy priorities in China-Europe climate relations 

 
 

AUTHORS’ WORKSHOP  
 
Authors of selected abstracts will be invited to an Authors’ Workshop taking place on 6-7 November 
2015 at the Hertie School of Governance in Berlin in order to provide and receive feedback on 



 

preliminary manuscripts. The workshop will be chaired by Genia Kostka, Professor of Governance of 
Energy and Infrastructure, and Björn Conrad, Associate Vice President for Research at MERICS. Travel 
costs and accommodation expenses will be covered.  

 
SUBMISSION 
 
Please submit an abstract of your paper (max. 500 words) as a PDF together with a short CV and a list 
of publications by 31 July 2015 by email to Dahrendorf research associate Wiebke Rabe 
(rabe@hertie-school.org). All submitted final articles are subjected to blind peer-reviews.   
 
 
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 
 
The ‘Dahrendorf Forum - Debating Europe’ is a joint initiative by the Hertie School of Governance, 
the London School of Economics and Political Science and Stiftung Mercator. Under the title ‘Europe 
and the World’ the project cycle 2015-2016 produces research and open debate on Europe’s 
relations with five seminal regions, China, MENA, North America, Russia/Ukraine and Turkey.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Should you have any questions regarding the Special Issue or the working group ‘Europe-China 
Relations’ kindly contact Dahrendorf research associate Wiebke Rabe (rabe@hertie-school.org ) 

  
or visit our website  

www.Dahrendorf-Forum.eu 
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